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STATFS REXEIVE $16+ Ml&LION IN FEDERAL AID FUNDS 
FOP FISH AND WIDLIFE RESTORATIOK WORK 

Projects for the restoration and development of sport fishery and wildlife 
resource in the 48 States will have a banner year during fiscal year 1956 with an 
operating base of $16,537,900 of Federal aid funds, Secretary of the Interior 
Douglas McKay said today. 

On the basis of one dollar from the State for every three of Federal funds, 
$22,050,533 will be available to State conservation departments for this work. 

The combined Federal Aid in Fish and Wildlife Restoration program is adminis- 
tered by the Fish and Wildlife Service under the terms of the Pittman-Robertson 
Act for wildlife, and the Dingell-Johnson Act for sport fish+,, As prescribed in 
the two Acts, investments are made so that benefits go to the hunters snd anglers 
vho seek recreation and food from tie Nation's fields and streams. 

-. 
This year the various State fish and game departments will receive 

$ll,610,500 for their wildlife restoration projects and $4,927,400 for their sport 
fishery activities. The wlldlife total represents an increase of $1,813,700 over 
last yearts apportionment of $9,796,&M. The amount available for sport fishery 
projects is $504,600 more than the 1955 total of ::4,422,800 and is the largest of 
any year to date. 

Under the Pittman-Robertson Act, the total appropriation of $12,400,508 
includes Q20,OOO set aside for wildlife restoration in Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto 
F&o and the Virgin Islands, and funds for the administration of the Act, This 
total represents the entire amount credited to the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restora- 
tion Funds during the preceding fiscal year from the 11 percent Federal excise tax 
on sporting arms and ammunition levied on the manufacturers. 

The revenue for the Federal share of the sport fish restoration program comes 
from the 10 percent excise tax on fishing rods, creels, reels, artificial lures, 
baits, and flies, paid by the manufacturers of those products, Collections from 
this source during the year ended June 30, 1955, total $5,347,425. From this total 
is taken the annual apportionments of $75,000 to Alaska, @5,OOO to Hawaii, 
$10,000 each to Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, and the cost of administering 
the Act by the Fish and 1lildlife Service. 

The formula prescribed for use by the Fish and \Kldlife Service in making 
State allotments :Zor wildlife projects is$ One-half the sum to be appcrtioned is 
Divided according to the ratio which the area of each State bears to the area of 



all the States. 'ihe remaining half is divided on the ratio of paid hunting license 
holders in each State to the total number of paid license holders in all States. 

The fittmau-Robertson Act also pro-tides that no State shall receive more than 
five percent, nor less than one-half of one percent, of the total amount availaXe 
to all the States. On this basf_s, Michigan and Texas are given the maximum appor- 
tionment this year of $580,525 each, while Connecticut, Delaware, &tr Bamgshire, 
Rhode Island and Vermont receive the minimum of $58,053 each. 

To protide fair distribution of Federal fUnds for sport fishery projects, 
40 percent of the sum to be apportioned is computed in the ratio which the area of 
each State including ccastal and Great L&es waters bears +d the total area of all 
the States, and 60 percent in the ratio which the number of paid sport fishing 
license holders in tie State bears to the number of such persons in all the States. 

The XngelI-Johnson Act also provides that no State shall receive less than 
one percent nor more than five percent of the total funds apportfoned to a31 States, 
This provision allows the small States enough workin 
tively big projects. 

.g capital to finance compara- 
On this basis, California and Xnnesota are given the maximum 

apportionment this year of $246,37C each, -&ile Connecticut, Delaware, Y!ryland, 
&ssachusetts, Neu Hsmpshiro, New Jersey, Rode Island, Vermont, and Uest Virginia, 
will receive the minimum of $49,274 each. 

To obtain the benefits of the Federal grants, the States submit project pro- 
posals to the'Esh and Midlife Service. 
investigations, land acq!lisitions, 

Such proposals may consist of surveys, 
land and water development, manqement of resto- 

ration areas, and maintenance of the ccqleted projects. Acting fcr the Secretary 
of the InterLor, the Service reviews these proposals to determine &ether they are 
substantial in character and design, within the meaning of the Acts. 

.- 
Xhen Federal Aid projects are approved by the Service, the State fish and game 

departments proceed to carry out the plans, spending their own funds. The States 
+&en submit rek&ursement claims for 75 percent of the costs of the project, either 
periodically or at the completion of the work. The remaining 25 percent of Troject 
expenditure is ftnanced out of regular State funds. All equipment, lands, and 
structures become the property of the States. All project workers are hired by the 
States and are State employees, 

Apportionments to the 48 States for fiscal year 1956 for both flab and wild- 
life projects are as follows: 
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